
Drought tolerant pollinator plants for Marin County

Bonnie Bee Company 2019

Botanical Name Common Name Botanical Name Common Name
Achillea millefolium Yarrow Mahonia Mahonia
Agastache spp. (A. rugosa, A. 
rupestris) Sage Malus Apple
Albizia julibrissin Miimosa, Silk Tree Melissa officinalis Bee balm
Allium Allium Mimulus Monkey Flower

Arctostaphylos spp Manzanita Monarda spp. Bee balm
Armeria Sea thrift Nepeta spp. (N. x faassenii) Cat mint
Asclepias spp Milkweed Origanum Oregano
Berberis spp (B. aquifolium) Barberry Pelargonium graveolens Scented Geranium

Borago officinalis Borage
Penstemon heterophyllus (note: 
likes occasional water) Penstemon

Calamintha spp. Calamint Perovskia atriplicifolia Russian Sage
Callistemon spp Bottle brush Phaecelia tanacetifolia Tansy Phacelia
Caryopteris spp Blue Beard Prunus spp Cherry, plum

Ceanothus 'Ray Hartman' Wild Lilac Rhamnus californica
California 
Coffeeberry

Ceanothus spp Ceanothus Rhus lancea Sumac
Centaurea Bachelor's Button Robinia pseudoacacia Black Locust

Cercis occidentalis Western redbud Romneya Matilja poppy
Correa alba Rosmarinus officianalis Rosemary

Cosmos bipinnatus Cosmos Rubus ursinus California blackberry

Cotoneaster spp Cotoneaster

Salvia spp.  (S. greggii, S. 'Indigo 
Spires'. S. chamaedryoides are 
good choices) Salvia

Echium candicans Pride of Madeira Sambucus Elderberry

Eriobotrya Loquat
*Scabiosa columbaria "Butterfly 
Blue"

Eriogonum spp. (E. fasciculatum, 
E. grande rubescents, E. 
latifolium) Buckwheat Schinus molle

California Pepper 
Tree

Eryngium spp. Sea Holly Sedum spp. Sedum
Eschscholzia californica California Poppy Solidago californica Goldenrod
Fremontodendron Flannelbush Stachys byzantina Lambs Ear
Gilia captatum Gilia Teucrium Germander
Hedera helix English Ivy Thymus vulgaris Common Thyme
Helianthus 'Lemon Queen' Sunflower Trifolium spp. Clover

Heteromeles arbutifolium Toyon Verbena Verbena
Lavandula spp Lavender Xylosma congestum
Ligustrum Privet
Linaria purpurea Toadflax

Lupinus spp. Lupine
*prefer a little water, but pollinators 
really love it.


